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The curious regard for religion inherited by every
oriental ensured his being treated with respect;
and he was allowed to practise his asceticism in his
own way. Nobody tried to proselytise him. The
experience was not pleasant It was like living
in a lunatic asylum where no control or order was
enforced. Among the company he recognised a
few as genuine enthusiasts; but the majority of his
companions he believed to be harmlessly insane.
The little sense they might originally have pos-
sessed had vanished under the performance of
strange austerities. Many of the more ignorant
and undoubtedly weak-minded wore no clothing
whatever, and their habits were indescribably dis-
gusting*
Yet when any .one of these men appeared in a
Hindu village, the people welcomed him with de-
light They looked upon him as full of merit, and
therefore sinless and incapable of sinning, In their
eyes he was more divine than human; and was
able to confer all kinds of blessings by the mere
power of his will They believed that the dust his
foot touched acquired healing power by the contact,
and was able in itself to cure disease and nullify
the evil ascribed to malignant devils.
If the people credited the power of the Sadhu